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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

About the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission  

The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission (AMLKC) was created by Act 1216 of 1993. 

The AMLKC  is an offspring of the Martin Luther King Federal Holiday Commission. It was 

established under former Governor Bill Clinton by executive order and then signed into 

legislation by former Governor Jim Guy Tucker. The Commission was created to promote the 

legacy and philosophy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In 1997, a formal mission statement, a 

stated purpose, goals and objectives, and the Commission Board were developed. Because of its 

limited resources, a consensus determined that the Commission would focus on youth oriented 

projects first, and then expand. Violence and crime among youth was one of the critical concerns 

with the people of Arkansas. The Commission also formed the Youth Commission Board, which 

is composed of Arkansas high school and college students who have demonstrated strong 

qualities of leadership and community service. The Youth Commissioners have particular 

influence in advising the Commission in projects dealing with youth. The mission of the 

Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission is to promote understanding and acceptance of 

nonviolence and human equality as a way of building community among all Arkansans. The 

purpose and goals of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission are to promote racial 

harmony, understanding, community service, respect and goodwill among all citizens, to 

promote principles of nonviolence, promote awareness and appreciation of the Civil Rights 

movement and advocacy of the principles and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Develop, 

coordinate and advise the Governor and General Assembly of ceremonies and activities 

throughout the state relating to the observance of Dr. Kingôs Holiday. 

Mission 

 Promote racial harmony; understanding; community service, respect and goodwill among all 

citizens. 

 Promote principles of nonviolence. 

 Promote awareness and appreciation of the Civil Rights movement and advocacy of the 

principles and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 Develop, coordinate, and advise the Governor and General Assembly of ceremonies and 

activities throughout the state relating to the observance of Dr. Kingôs Holiday. 

Vision & Goals 

mailto:DuShun.Scarbrough@Arkansas.Gov
http://www.arkansas.gov/mlk
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The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission is guided by Dr. King's teachings and 

philosophy of love, tolerance, and nonviolence. The Commission strives for social improvement 

in Arkansas, helping communities and organizations achieve new levels of leadership and public 

service. The Commission works directly with youth and others, encouraging them to embrace 

alternatives to violence and discover their common humanity. Through activities that stress racial 

and cultural diversity, the Commission offers the youth of Arkansas a new understanding of the 

important roles they play in the communities, now and in the future. The Commission advocates 

creating social change through changing public policy by providing training and technical 

assistance to developing and established organizations with similar goals. Whether working with 

the Arkansas State Capitol or at small community centers across the state, the Commission 

strives to build alliances. The Commission brings people together to better focus on common 

goals and increase their collective strength. 

Brief History since March 5, 2008 

Founder of L.E.A.D. ® and Dream Keepers Programs 

 Executive Director, DuShun Scarbrough founded and created the L.E.A.D. ® and Dream 

Keepers Programs. 

First 100 Days in Office 

 Executive Director celebrated 100 days in office at the Little Rock Chamber of Commerce. 

Juneteenth 2008 

 Presented to a crowd of 10,000 at the Little Rock Riverfront Pavilion 

Racial Crises 

 Diffused a city-wide racial crises in Benton, AR 

G.O.T.V. (Get Out to Vote) 

 G.O.T.V. encourages all Arkansans to vote, while providing voters a voice to be heard during 

local, state, and national elections. 

 Voters right act of 1963, we carry on his legacy to ensure that everyone has the right to vote. 

New AMLKC Website 

 New Arkansas Martin Luther King Jr. Commission website designed and implemented. The 

web address is www.ARKingDream.org. The website is updated on an ongoing basis. 

Inauguration Trip  

 Over 200 Arkansas statewide attended 
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 Arkansas witnessed the Inauguration process of President Elect Barack Obama 

 That was Dr. Kingôs Dream, to see change America 

 Partnered with Little Rock Trailways 

Inaugural Ball  

 Celebrated the first African American President 

 This was for all Arkansas who couldnôt afford the opportunity to go on the trip to 
Washington D.C. sponsored by the MLK Commission 

 Through the Inaugural ball Arkansans could afford to witness history through our Co-

Presentation 

Vigil 2009, 41st Anniversary of the Assassination of Dr. King 

 This annual Vigil celebrates the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 This affords the opportunity to invite various schools and community organizations to learn 

about the life and legacy of Dr. King 

 Requested the April 4th youth community service day proclamation 

Operation Appreciation I, II, III, & IV  

 Mission MLK Commission is committed to recognizing our citizens of Arkansas and 

demonstrating how much we appreciate and value them. In 2009 and 2010: 

Ʒ We participated in neighborhood clean-ups and went to nursing homes, where we read to 

the elderly and played bingo. We also went to the daycare and interacted with the 

children. 

Ʒ We empowered communities and created partnerships while breaking down racial 

barriers. 

Ʒ 2009 Pine Bluff, AR, Malvern, AR, and Searcy, AR each brought over 500 kids to each 

city from across the state breaking down racial barriers. 

Ʒ June 17, 2010, the AMLKC held Operation Appreciation IV ï Official Kickoff at Crump 

Park in Little Rock, AR. 

Ʒ June 24th, 2010, AMLKC summer interns designed and developed first ever AMLKC 

Bake Sale 

Ʒ July 14, 2010, the AMLKC held Operation Appreciation IV ï Grand Finale at Crump 

Park in Little Rock, AR. 
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Ʒ June 23, 2010 Primerica gave a financial literacy presentation to the summer interns 

during the 1st AMLKC summer 2010 potluck. 

Ʒ July 8, 2010: Read to the children at Arkansas Childrenôs Hospital 

Ʒ June 22, 2010 the AMLKC participated in ñA Summer Food Celebrationò at Moody 
Chapel AME where Rev. Stewart is the pastor. 

Ʒ We collaborated with the Arkansas Department of Corrections to clean up areas of 

Crump Park on June 16, 2010, and Kanis Park on July 14, 2010. 

RBI (Reviving Baseball in the Inner City) year of 2008, 2009, 2010 

 The AMLKC help sponsor a Little League Baseball team (The Diamondbacks) 

 Teaching all teams the six principles of non-violence before the games and during practices. 

Youth Basketball 2008, 2009 and 2010 

 Midnight basketball youth @ Park Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock, AR 

Executive Director, DuShun Scarbrough Founded Dream Keepers (ñHold dreams in open 

handsò) 

 Dream Keepers sponsored by local community-based organizations. They perform 

community service projects and pledge to a nonviolent lifestyle. Participants in this program 

must be between the ages of 11-17. 

Executive Director, DuShun Scarbrough Founded L.E.A.D. ® (Leadership, Education & 

Acceptance of Diversity) 

 L.E.A.D. ® teaches young Arkansan of all races the principals of racial and religious 

harmony espoused by Dr. King. It teaches young people to resolve racial tensions, before it 

grows into difficult and explosive situations. 

Partnership with Big Brother Big Sisters 

 Members of L.E.A.D. ® mentor kids and young adults in the central Arkansas region of the 

state. We are partnered with Central Arkansas and Northwest Arkansas division of Big 

Brother Big Sisters. 

Partnership with Annual National Night Out 

 Throughout various cities, we uplift communities, unify neighborhoods, and teach Arkansas 

the principles of Dr. King. 

 Woodson Community Council-Woodson, Arkansas 
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Partner with Work Programs  

 Giving youth and adults the opportunity to explore work experiences and community based 

assignments. The programs we are partnered with are AARP, Pulaski County Youth 

Services, City of Little Rock, New Futures, and CAPPD. 

Initiated first ever MLK License Plate 

 First time ever, in Arkansas, a license plate honoring Dr. King 

 This fundraiser goes towards scholarships and the overall programs implemented by the 

AMLKC.  

Rebirth Celebration 2009 

 This was a celebration of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission becoming anew 

and having a fresh start as a state agency. The event honored Senator Henry ñHankò Wilkins 

IV and Dr. Josetta Wilkins while recognizing our new appointed commissioners. ñRebirthò 

took place on September 21, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at Copelandôs Famous New Orleans 

Restaurant. 

Nonviolence Hotline 

 Any student, who is experiencing a nonviolence crisis, can call between the hours of 8:00 

a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. M-F. Our services are free of charge. When you call the crisis hotline, you 

will always speak with a trained professional. Our hotline staff is dedicated to providing the 

best services to every caller. Our hotline staff is trained to assess the level of individual risk 

and to determine the appropriate level of services. We provide services for students who may 

display violent episodes by nonviolence support, information, and referral. 

Arkansas School Districts 

 We have partnered with the Little Rock School District (LRSD), eStem Public Charter 

School, Pulaski County Special School District (PCSSD), Fayetteville Public Schools, 

Texarkana Arkansas School District, and Pine Bluff School District and within the district we 

hold Dream Keepers Tours where we go out to various schools and introducing the L.E.A.D. 

® and Dream Keepers program, while implementing the 6 principles of nonviolence 

espoused by Dr. King. 

Dream Keepers Tour (November 2009) 

 There were 150-200 students from different schools to march on nonviolence around the 

State Capitol. The march began at 9:00 a.m. and after the march, the students were able to 

meet and greet some of our legislators while learning about our state government and Dr. 

King. 

MLK Birthday Bash  
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 The MLK Birthday Bash is an event to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday in 

order to recognize and celebrate all of his work and accomplishments. The bash took place 

on January 14, 2010 at W.D. ñBill Hamilton Learning Academy at 11:45 a.m. 

Moment of Silence for Dr. King 

 On January 15, 2010, there was a moment of silence for Dr. King throughout each school. It 

was broadcast on the Little Rock School District station. It will also be moment of silence 

through the Arkansas Broadcast Association displayed on TV. 

Partnership with Central Arkansas Transit Authority (CATA) to provide Free Bus Rides 

 DuShun Scarbrough requested free bus rides henceforth for Dr. King Holiday in the name of 

Dr. King and Rosa Parks for Central Arkansas Transit, therefore there will be free bus rides 

sponsored by the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission and the Central Arkansas 

Transit authority to promote ñA Day of Service.ò The first implementation was held on 

January 18, 2010. 

A Day of Service 

 On January 18, 2010, ñA Day of Serviceò was held at Philander Smith College in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. This event allowed the homeless and less fortunate to have a free meal and a 

personal hygiene kit. Coach Nolan Richardson spoke about how he feels about Dr. King and 

how important Dr. King was to all minorities. 

 Partnered with Olive Garden and Coca Cola 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part I  

 On January 21, 2010 there was a Nonviolence Youth Summit held at Holiday Inn 

Convention Center in West Memphis, Arkansas. These Summits allow youth to interact with 

other students. Isaac Newton Farris Jr. and other guests spoke about the importance of 

nonviolence in our society and the struggles that they went through in their lives that made 

them the people that they are today. 

The 2
nd

 Annual Vigil 42nd Anniversary of the assassination of Dr. King 

 The Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Vigil was held on April 2, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. 

on the steps of the State Capitol. The vigil is a celebration in remembrance of the death of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part II 

 On May 7, 2010, Nonviolence Summit Part II was held in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. These Youth 

Summits allow youth to interact with other students. Guest speakers presented about the 

importance of nonviolence in our society and the struggles that they went through in their 

lives that made them the people that they are today. 
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A Few Other Events in 2010 

 Nonviolence training at King Center from April 26
th
 ï May 1

st
 

 Operation Appreciation IV 

 Nonviolence Youth Summit Part III 

Partnership with CATA (Central Arkansas Transit Authority)  

 Free Bus rides for the MLK Holiday 

 Adverting/Promoting the MLK Holiday. 

Southeast Arkansas Transportation 

 Advertising MLK for January through the newspaper 

 The Newspaper, ñAging Arkansasò which reaches 30,000 people 

Facebook 

 Recently the AMLKC has created Facebook pages for the commission so people are 

informed on the events that the King Commission hosts. The web address is 

www.Facebook.com/ARKingDream.org. 

Twitter  

 We want people to be informed on the events that the King Commission host and be a part of 

on Twitter (www.Twitter.com/AMLKC) 

Operation Appreciation IV Grand Finale  

 In appreciation of the city of Little Rock, festivities of fun, food, and celebration were held at 

Crump Park, July 14, 2010. The mission of the Martin Luther King Jr. Commission was to 

recognize the citizens of Arkansas and our Partnerships and demonstrate how much we 

appreciate them. It was the grand finale of a fun filled summer of events, community service 

projects, fundraisers, and fieldtrips. It was a time out we  took to  honor  and celebrate those 

heroes of our community who have been the most gracious supporters of the King  

Commission and thank them  for all that they have done in continues service to our beloved 

community. Over 500 youth and young adults were in attendance as we honored our 

supporters The City of Little Rock, Coca Cola Enterprises, Inc., Metropolitan National Bank, 

MLK Enrichment Center, Wrightsville Unit of the Arkansas Department of Corrections, 

Thrasher Boys and Girls club, P.A.R.K., Job Corps, CADC, Chief Master Andersonôs 

Taekwondo Martial Arts, Little Rock Fire Department, and Little Rock Police Department. 

Community Outreach off the ñBeaten Pathò: 

http://www.facebook.com/ARKingDream.org
http://www.twitter.com/AMLKC
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 June and July 2010: In response to the extreme temperatures that gripped the state, the 

Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission gave box-window fans to several families 

throughout the city. 

 July 30, 2010: Executive Director DuShun Scarbrough, while on a business trip to 

Washington DC, arranged and accompanied students from the Ivy Center for Education 

(I.C.E.), a community-based organization out of New York that was on a College Tour of the 

Washington DC area, to meet with Elizabeth Burks, Chief of Staff for Senator Blanche 

Lincoln. A tour of the United States Capitol Building was arranged for the group as well. 

 August 22, 2010: AMLKC assisted City & Church Leaders of Pine Bluff to successfully, 

initiate the 1
st
 Annual Fun Day for the citizens of Pine Bluff and surrounding areas.     

Our Beloved Community Dinner (ñOBC Dinnerò) 

 September 14, 2010: In recognition of our valued sponsors and supporters, the Arkansas 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted the annual ñOur Beloved Community Dinnerò; 

formerly know as ñRebirthò, at the Olive Garden Restaurant in North Little Rock. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part III  

 On October 8, 2010, the AMLKC presented Part III of the Nonviolence Youth Summit series 

at the Donald Reynolds Center on the campus of the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 

This exciting event allowed area youth to interact with other students. Our dynamic Guest 

Speakers conducted Breakout Sessions with the students and their chaperones on various 

topics regarding the importance of nonviolence in our society and the struggles that they 

went through in their lives, which made them the people that they are today. This forum set 

Junior High and High School students of Northwest Arkansas ñabuzzò with excitement! 

Arkansas African American History Makers Coloring Book Volume Three 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission released 100,000 copies of the third 

edition of the Arkansas African American History Makers Coloring Book throughout the 

State of Arkansas. The AMLKC held additional events in which the coloring books were 

distributed. The first event was the Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Bash, which was held on 

1/14/2011 and throughout the month of February, Black History Month. The second event in 

which the coloring books were distributed was at our annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Vigil, 

marking the 43
rd

 anniversary of Dr. Kingôs assassination and is a celebration of his Legacy. 

This event was held on 4/4/2011 at the State Capitol and was attended by children throughout 

the state. Finally, we distributed the coloring books during Operation Appreciation V. 

 There are 15 education service cooperatives throughout Arkansas. The cooperatives serve to 

provide support to the school districts in their region, as well as provide professional 

development opportunities and act as a consortium for purchasing certain services and 

supplies. The cooperatives also provide technical computer support services to the schools in 

their area. Through partnership with these education service cooperatives throughout the 
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State of Arkansas, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission was able to distribute a 

massive amount of coloring books to the following Education Service Cooperatives: 

 Arch Ford Education Service Cooperative 

 Arkansas River Education Service Cooperative 

 Crowley's Ridge Education Service Cooperative 

 Dawson Education Service Cooperative 

 DeQueen/Mena Education Service Cooperative 

 Great Rivers Education Service Cooperative 

 Northcentral Arkansas Education Service Cooperative 

 Northeast Arkansas Education Service Cooperative 

 Northwest Education Service Cooperative 

 Ozarks Unlimited Resources Cooperative 

 South Central Education Service Cooperative 

 Southeast Arkansas Education Service Cooperative 

 Southwest Arkansas Educational Cooperative 

 Western Arkansas Education Service Cooperative 

 Wilbur D. Mills Education Service Cooperative 

Red Ribbon Week 

 October 29, 2010 Mr. Scarbrough, his staff at the AMLKC, and his performing group known 

as ñI.M.A.G.E.ò traveled to Pine Bluff, Arkansas to Jack Robey Junior High School and help 

them celebrate Red Ribbon Week where Mr. Scarbrough spoke to student body of 800+ 

students about leadership and remaining drug free. 

Dream Keepers Tour (December 2010) 

 December 3, 2010, 9:00 am at McClellan Magnet High School in Little Rock, AR, Mr. 

Scarbrough spoke to 500+ students about leadership, professional development skills, 

motivation, self-development, and test preparation. During the speaking engagement, there 

was a live hip-hop performance with music from dance troop I.M.A.G.E. (Integrity ï 

Motivation ï Ambition ï Goals ï Education) that reinforces the message of Mr. Scarbroughôs 

speech. Over five-hundred (500) 9th and 10th graders attended. 
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MLK Birthday Bash 2011 

 In honor of Dr. Kingôs birthday, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission sponsors 
a celebration of Dr. Kingôs birthright, legacy, and noble work and tenets. Annually we host a 

bash, a Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Bash presented by the Arkansas Martin Luther King 

Jr. Commission was held on Friday, January 14, 2011 from Noon to 1:00 PM at eStem Public 

Charter High School in Little Rock, AR. John Bacon ï eStem CEO was guest speaker. 

MLK Holiday Weekend Speaking Tour 2011 

 Executive Director DuShun Scarbrough toured the state of Arkansas and spoke at various 

places as their guest keynote speaker, including Benton, Paris, Fort Smith, Pine Bluff, 

Fayetteville, and North Little Rock. 

A Day of Service 2011 

 ñA Day of Serviceò targets homeless veterans as well as the homeless and less fortunate. We 
offer each person a free meal and personal hygiene kit as well as many other services such as 

health screenings and job counseling. In honor of Dr. King and Rosa Parks, Central Arkansas 

Transit Authority in conjunction with the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, is 

providing free bus rides throughout Central Arkansas. Last year we were able to reach out to 

approximately 500 individuals during this event and this year the AMLKC along with Olive 

Garden fed 2000 attendees, which approximately 60% of them were of the homeless and less 

fortunate community. ñA Day of Serviceò was held Monday, January 17th, 2011 at the 

University of Arkansas at Little Rock from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Celebration of Worship 

 Following the ñA Day of Serviceò program the AMLKC acknowledged the King Holiday 
with a Celebration of Worship Service. This event began at 5:00 p.m. on January 17, 2011 at 

Bethel AME Church (Rev. Tyrone Broomfield ï Pastor), which is located at 600 N. Cedar 

Street in North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114. Mr. DuShun Scarbrough was guest speaker. 

Inaugural 1
st
 Annual Coretta Scott King Womenôs Day Conference Series ï Part I  

 In the spirit of Dr. King, and his right hand and beloved wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, The 

Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted the First Annual Coretta Scott King 

Womenôs Conferences Series. These conferences target women in our state correctional 

system. The events are geared toward helping these women regain some of their self-esteem 

as well as the goals and dreams they have lost due to their current circumstances and to assist 

those who are to be released to lead productive lives. The events feature motivational and 

educational workshops that range from living a positive life in spite of the bars, to dressing 

for success, self-esteem and living the principles of Nonviolence as espoused by Dr. King. 

We also treat the women to make-up lessons, chair massages, dancing and exercise as well as 

a special catered lunch. It was held at the Hawkins Womenôs Unit in Wrightsville, AR on 

February 15, 2011 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
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The 3
rd

 Annual Vigil 43
rd

 Anniversary of the Assassination of Dr. King  

 The Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Vigil will be held on April 4, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 

on the steps of the State Capitol. The vigil is a celebration in remembrance of the death of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Dream Keeper/L.E.A.D. ® School Visits to their Partners in Education 

 For the 2010/2011 school year, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission has 

collaborated with Cloverdale Aerospace Technology Conversion Charter Middle School, 

eStem Public Charter School, Hall High School, Hamilton Learning Academy, Jack Robey 

Junior High School, and McClellan Magnet High School. Through that partnership, outreach 

coordinators from the Arkansas MLK Commission visit their schools and hold various 

presentations about leadership, education, and acceptance of diversity. Moreover, the 

AMLKC mentors these students in the areas of résumé building, conflict resolution, 

professional development, scholarship research, and more. Other organizations, groups, and 

agency are invited from time to time to co-present. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part IV ï Anti -Bullying Conference 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, with the assistance of the Arkansas 

Department of Human Services, hosted ñNonviolence Youth Summit Part IV ï Anti-Bullying 

Conferenceò featuring Guest Speaker, Martin Luther King, III, at the Arkansas State Capitol 

located at 500 Woodlane Avenue, Little Rock, AR 72201, (501) 683-1300, which was held 

on Tuesday, May 31, 2011 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm. Breakout sessions included: Youth 

Obesity, Nutrition, and Fitness ï Arkansas Minority Health Commission; Cyber Bullying ï 

Arkansas Attorney Generalôs Office; G.O.T.V. (Get Out To Vote) ï Arkansas Secretary of 

Stateôs Communications and Education Division; Peer Pressure ï Linnsey Sanders from the 

Department of Workforce Services; and Gangs ï Steve Nawojczyk. 

The 3
rd

 Annual ñOur Beloved Communityò Luncheon 

 The 3
rd

 Annual ñOur Beloved Communityò Luncheon was held Tuesday May 31, 2011, from 

1:45 PM to 2:20 PM at King Interdistrict Magnet Elementary, 905 Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Drive, Little Rock, AR 72202. The luncheon is given not only as a token of our appreciation, 

but as a reminder to the leaders of the community of the importance of their contentious 

participation, contributions, and support. Martin Luther King, III, the son of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., made a special appearance. 

2011 L.E.A.D. ® Apprenticeship Training Workshop 

 Little Rock - L.E.A.D. ® (Leadership, Education, and Acceptance of Diversity) is a 

mentorship and leadership program, created by Executive Director DuShun Scarbrough, to 

enhance the youth of today through social, academic, and career opportunities. During the 

summer of 2011, AMLKC will launch, for the third year, the L.E.A.D. ® Apprenticeship 

Training Workshop, in which our summer youth interns participate. This workshopôs primary 

objectives are to develop skills in communication, conflict resolution, financial literacy, 
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strategic thinking and marketing, etc. Education in the areas of business etiquette, 

entrepreneurship, and leadership are vital to this program as well. 

Partnership with the Ivy Center 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission partners with the Ivy Center each summer 

to take youth to Washington D.C. on a college tour in order to expose their minds to a 

conducive, academic environment for them to thrive successfully. 

New Partners in Education 2011 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission thanks Fuller Middle School and Argenta 

Academy for becoming the King Commissionôs newest partners in education. 

Arkansas State Fairôs ñDay of Caringò 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission donated free admission and ride passes to 

three of its partners in education, which were Argenta Academy, eStem, and Fuller Middle 

School for the Wednesday, October 19, 2011 Arkansas State Fairôs ñDay of Caringò.. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part V 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted ñNonviolence Youth Summit Part 
Vò, at the University of Arkansas Community College at Hopeôs Johnny Rapert Library 

Complex located at 2500 South Main, Hope, Arkansas, Friday, October 21, 2011, from 7:30 

am to 3:00 pm, with keynote speaker, Professor Joe Martin. 

 Professor Joe Martin is an award-winning motivational speaker, author, professor, and 

retention expert. He has authored and co-authored seven books, including the top-selling 

Good Teachers Never Quit, Let Your Leadership Speak, and Tricks of the Grade. Joe has 

spoken for more than 600 businesses, organizations, colleges & universities, and K-12 

schools/districts. His presentations are encouraging. 

2012 MLK Birthday Bash 

 The 2012 MLK Birthday Bash was held on Friday, January 13, 2012 from 1:00 PM to 2:00 

PM at Booker Arts Magnet Elementary School in Little Rock, AR. The Booker Arts Magnet 

Dream Keepers coordinated this event. The entire student body of 700+ students, teachers, 

staff, faculty, parents, and other guests attended. 

A Day of Service ï Bethel AME 2012 Prayer Breakfast 

 A Day of Service ï Bethel AME 2012 Prayer Breakfast was held in Monday, January 16, 

2012 from 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM at Shorter College in North Little Rock, AR. The guest 

speaker was Arkansas Representative Darrin Williams of District 36. Other guests were 

Bishop Samuel L. Green, Bishop Donne L. Lindsey, Pastor Nate Stewart, Prophetess Brenda 

Henton-Price, & Rev. William Robinson, as well as Governor Mike Beebe. There were 250 

attendees in attendance. 
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A Day of Service ï A Day On, Not A Day Off ï 2012 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted both the ñCelebratory 

Componentò and the ñService Componentò of ñA Day of Service ï A Day On, Not Day Offò 

on Monday, January 16, 2012, the AMLKC at 12:30 PM in the University of Central 

Arkansas Farris Center in Conway, AR. Service activities such as feeding the homeless, free 

health screenings, free job counseling, free hygiene kits, free haircuts, free glaucoma 

screenings, and a blood donor drive took place. A crowd of approximately 1500 was there in 

attendance. 

 

A Day of Service ï MLK Carnival at the Boys and Girls Club of Faulkner County  

 The Boys and Girls Club of Faulkner County held a MLK Carnival on Monday, January 16, 

2012 following the ñA Day of Service ï A Day On, Not A Day Offò at their center in 

Conway, AR. A massive crowd of youth and other guests attended. While there, youth 

volunteers put together care kits as well as received free haircuts. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part VI ï A New Beginning 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted ñNonviolence Youth Summit 

Part VI ï A NEW BEGINNINGò at the North Arkansas College Durand Conference 

Center, 303 N Main, Harrison, AR 72601, on Friday, February 24, 2012. The Keynote 

Speaker was civil rights icon, Dr. Bernard LaFayette. Hundreds from around the state 

witnessed history being made, as this summit was the first African American History 

program ever held in Harrison. A Peace Rally March from the Durand to Harrison City Hall 

took place as well to further celebrate this monumental occasion. Approximately 700 were in 

attendance. 

G.O.T.V. (Get Out to Vote) 2012 

 G.O.T.V. encourages all Arkansans to vote, while providing voters a voice to be heard during 

local, state, and national elections. On Saturday, February 25, 2012, the AMLKC kicked off 

the 2012 G.O.T.V. during the 8
th
 Annual Midsouth Summit Black Expo at the Clear Channel 

Metroplex Event Center in Little Rock, AR. 

4
th

 Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Vigil  & Arkansas Youth 

Community Service Day 

 Part of the mission of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission is to promote and 

preserve the life and legacy of Dr. King in our state. Therefore, we acknowledge the 

anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr by presenting a 

commemorative vigil, timed to coincide with Kingôs last day of life, April 3, 1968. It was 

held on the steps of the state capitol on Wednesday, April 4, 2012 at 10:00 AM. This vigil 

serves as a celebration in remembrance of the noble works and tenets of Dr. King. The 2012 
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Commemorative Vigil Presented by the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission and 

Co-Presented by the Winthrop Rockefeller Centennial Coalition. 

AMLKC TV Show  

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission airs its programs, events, and television 

shows on Comcast Community Channel, Conway Corporation, UAPB-TV, LRTV, YouTube, 

and various other stations throughout the State of Arkansas. Please contact your local cable 

provider to find out how the AMLKC TV Show can be aired in your area. 

Special Note about ñNonviolence Youth Summitsò 

 Part of the reason that number of entrants into the Department of Youth Services (DYS) has 

declined is due to the ñNonviolence Youth Summitsò, which are sponsored by the Arkansas 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission (AMLKC) and co-sponsored by the Arkansas 

Department of Human Services (DHS). 

Rhythm of the Arts Festival 

 Members of L.E.A.D. ® staffed an informational table at Pine Bluff High Schoolôs Annual 

Rhythm of the Arts Festival. This event took place on the front lawn of their campus 

(between the McGeorge and Patterson buildings) on Friday May 11, 2012 from 1:45 PM 

until 3:15 PM. This event was in effort to encourage the community to support the youth and 

the approaching graduation so that students will reach their fullest potentials in life. 

White House Tour with 60+ Youth 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission collaborated with I.C.E. (Ivy Center of 

Education) to chaperon 60+ youth on a tour of the White House in Washington, D.C. 

2012 Summer L.E.A.D. ® Apprenticeship Training Workshop for Youth 

 During the week of Monday, June 25, 2012 through Friday, June 29, 2012, the Arkansas 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission held a weeklong youth training workshop for students 

ages 6 to 16, free of charge, and open to the public. Small group sessions focusing on 

education, financial literacy, preparing for college, history, conflict resolution and much 

more, were held Monday through Thursday. Friday was Grand Finale and featured guest 

speaker, Mr. Bruce Moore, Little Rock City Manager, followed by a BBQ and exciting 

activities. The workshop was held at the Martin Luther King Legacy Center at 3012 Dr. 

Martin Luther King Drive, Little Rock, AR 72206 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM each day. 

2012 Summer L.E.A.D. ®/Dream Keepers Tour to the National Civil Rights Museum 

 Members of L.E.A.D. Dream Keepers toured the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, 

TN on Thursday, July 12, 2012. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Nonviolence Youth Extravaganza 2012 
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 The ñDr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Nonviolence Youth Extravaganzaò was held at Ivra Clark 

Park in Camden, AR from the 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM on Tuesday, July 24, 2012. Please visit 

www.Camden.AR.Gov/Images/Uploads/Ivra%20Clark%20Park.PDF for a map and 

directions. 

Head of the Class Bash 2012 

 There are many advantages to partnerships in the community, especially in the area of 

community awareness. That is why, in honor of the new school year, the Arkansas Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Commission (AMLKC) will be participating in this yearôs ñHead of the 

Class Bash ï Back-to-School Celebrationò at the Clinton Presidential Center on Saturday, 

August 18, 2012 from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM! In addition to the "Head of the Class Bash," 

there will be free admission to the Clinton Presidential Center in celebration of President 

Clintonôs 66th birthday. This festival will not only include free haircuts and free 

immunizations for students, but the first 1,200 students to enter the library will also receive 

backpacks stuffed free school supplies from 3M. Children will also be able to participate in 

activities such as face painting, rock climbing, and inflatable bounce equipment. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit VII ï Anti -Bullying Conference Forrest City, AR 2012 

 ñNonviolence Youth Summit ï Anti-Bullying Conferenceò was held on Friday, October 5, 

2012 from 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM at East Arkansas Community College (EACC), 1700 

Newcastle Road, Forrest City, AR 72335. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s nephew, Isaac 

Newton Farris Jr. served as the keynote speaker. He spoke with the youth during the 

summit's luncheon. Farris is President and CEO of the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for 

Non-Violent Social Change in Atlanta. 

Toys for Tots (Third Annual)  

 Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission will be a registered site to distribute to 25 

needy families throughout the state of Arkansas. This is our third year collaborating with 

Marine Toys for Tots foundation. 

Arkansas African American History Makers Civil War and Reconstruction Era Coloring 

Book (Fourth Edition)  

 The Arkansas African American History Makers Civil War and Reconstruction Era is the 

fourth edition. It was released on December 15, 2012 and is a very remarkable way to show 

commemorative African American heroôs at their best. Arkansas children will benefit from 

this edition by receiving knowledge of African Americans who have bravely served Arkansas 

and the United States during the civil war and reconstruction era. 

2013 Day of Service Celebration of Worship 

 ñDay of Service Celebration of Worshipò was held on Sunday, January 13, 2013 from 5:00 

PM to 7:00 PM at Bethel A.M.E Church, 600 North Cedar Street, North Little Rock, AR 

72114. Isaac Newton Farris Jr., nephew of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was the guest speaker.  

http://www.camden.ar.gov/Images/Uploads/Ivra%20Clark%20Park.PDF
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 Isaac Newton Farris, Jr. (born in Atlanta, GA) attended his uncle's alma mater, Morehouse 

College, where his major was Political Science. Mr. Farrisô background has given him a 

unique prospective and real life experience on some of the most pressing issues of our times. 

Growing up in one of America's most socially and politically active families has provided 

him with a front row seat, witnessing how policy is formulated and implemented. 

2013 Day of Service Celebratory and Service Component 

 ñDay of Service Celebratory and Service Componentò targets homeless veterans as well as 

the homeless and less fortunate. We offer each person a free meal and personal hygiene kit as 

well as many other services such as health screenings and job counseling. ñDay of Service 

Celebratory and Service Componentò was held on Tuesday, January 15, 2013 from Noon to 

2:00 PM at Philander Smith College, 900 West Daisy L. Gatson Bates Drive, Little Rock, 

AR 72202. The Honorable Mayor Jeff Crockett of Harrison was the guest speaker. 

 

2013 Martin Luther King Bir thday Bash 

 ñMartin Luther King Birthday Bashò was held on Friday, January 18, 2013 from Noon to 
1:00 PM at King Interdistrict Magnet Elementary, 905 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, Little 

Rock, AR 72202. There were several performances like singing, raping, and a speech 

performed by several different youth groups. Mr. Dwayne Yarbrough was the guest speaker.  

King Holiday Getaway part II, Four More Years Tour  

 Welcome to a new day, going forward! The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission 

sponsored a ñKing Holiday Get Away IIò, Four More Years Tour to watch the Presidential 

swearing ceremony. The Presidential ñSwearing in Ceremonyò was held on January 21, 2013 

and the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission chartered six (6) buses and about 350 

Arkansans to Washington, D.C. for this memorable and joyous occasion. This was our 

second trip to Washington, D. C. 

2013 Obama/King Celebration Ball  

 

 2013 Obama/King Celebration Ball was held in Washington D.C at the Embassy Suits in 

Ashburn, Virginia sponsored by The Arkansas Martin Luther King Jr. Commission. This ball 

was held in honor of those who traveled with the King Commission from Arkansas to 

Washington D.C. to witness the inauguration of President Obama. U.S. Senator Mark Pryor 

right along with other dignitaries attended the ball.  

G.O.T.V. (Get Out to Vote) 2013 

 G.O.T.V. encourages all Arkansans to vote, while providing voters a voice to be heard during 

local, state, and national elections. On Saturday, February 23, 2013, the AMLKC kicked off 

the 2013 G.O.T.V. during the 9
th
 Annual Mid-South Summit Black Expo at the Clear 

Channel Metroplex Event Center in Little Rock, AR. 
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2013 Commemorative Vigil and Arkansas Youth Community Service Day 

 Part of the mission of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission is to promote and 

preserve the life and legacy of Dr. King in our state. Therefore, we acknowledge the 

anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr by presenting a 

commemorative vigil, timed to coincide with Kingôs last day of life, April 3, 1968. This vigil 

serves as a celebration in remembrance of the noble works and tenets of Dr. King. We invite 

the community to participate and join us as our agency takes great pride in fulfilling Dr. 

Kingôs philosophies of social equality and multiculturalism. The 2013 Commemorative Vigil 

Presented by: The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission is in memory of the 45th 

Year Anniversary of Dr. Kingôs assassination. 

20
th

 Year Anniversary Celebration 

 Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission celebrated their 20
 
years of existence as a 

commission on Tuesday, April 23, 2013 from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM at Arkansas Governorôs 

Mansion located at1800 Center Street, Little Rock, AR 72206. Cost was $35. Governor Jim 

ñGuyò Tucker was one of the guest speakers.    

 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part VIII  

 ñNonviolence Youth Summit Part VIIIò was held on Friday, May 3, 2013 from 7:30 AM to 
3:00 PM at the El Dorado Conference Center in El Dorado, AR. This event was focused 

around anti-bullying and encouraging kids to focus on staying positive, being a leader, and 

speaking up when you see something that is not right. Mrs. Veronica Creer of El Dorado was 

the Guest Speaker. Approximately 400 youth attended this event. 

2
nd

 Annual Coretta Scott King Womenôs Conferences Series 

 In the spirit of Dr. King, and to honor his right hand and beloved wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott 

King, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted its 2
nd

 Annual Coretta Scott 

King Womenôs Conferences Series on Tuesday, July 30, 2013 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM at 

the Wrightsville Correctional Unit in Wrightsville, AR. These conferences target women in 

our state correctional system. Each conference in the series is geared toward helping them 

regain some of their self-esteem as well as the goals and dreams they have lost due to their 

current circumstances while assisting them in leading productive lives. This event featured 

motivational and educational workshops that range from living a positive life in spite of the 

bars to dressing for success, self-esteem, and living the principles of Nonviolence as 

espoused by Dr. King. We also treated them to make up lessons, chair massages, dancing, 

and exercise as well as a special catered lunch and a roundtable discussion. Approximately 

300 inmates attended this event. 

Unity in the Community Outdoor Extrav aganza 
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 This worthwhile community service was held at St. James United Methodist Church at 12:30 

PM, which is located at 900 North University, Pine Bluff, AR 71601. This event followed the 

Annual Menôs Day Celebration featuring Guest Speaker UAPB Chancellor Dr. Laurence 

Alexander who spoke at the 10:00 AM service. Approximately 500 youth attended this event. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part IX 

 There are many advantages to partnerships in the community, especially in the area of 

community awareness. As a state agency, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, 

with the assistance of the Arkansas Department of Human Services, has implemented a 

program that is designed to encourage youth ages 10 to 18 to engage in positive leadership 

development and roles within their communities. Therefore, the Arkansas Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Commission hosted a ñNonviolence Youth Summitò on Friday, September 20, 2013 

from 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the Fine Arts Center located at the Phillips Community College 

of the University of Arkansas, 1000 Campus Road, Helena-West Helena, AR 72342, 

featuring special guest keynote speaker from the hit TV Show Kenan and Kel, and 

Blockbuster movie ñGood Burgerò, Kel Mitchell. This event was free to the public with free 

lunch being provided. Approximately 600 youth attended this event. 

MLK Birthday Bash 2014 

 In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs birthday, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Commission collaborated with one of its area Partners in Education to host a celebration of 

Dr. Kingôs legacy, noble work, and tenets. This annual celebration is respectfully titled 

ñMLK Birthday Bashò. This celebration took place on Kingôs actual Birthday, Wednesday, 

January 15, 2014 from Noon to 1:00 PM at a Daisy Bates Elementary located at 14300 

Dineen Dr Little Rock, AR 72206. Approximately 200 youth attended this event. 

Celebration of Worship-Youth Empowerment Summit and Carnival  

 In honor of Dr. Kingôs birthday, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission 
acknowledged this historical day with a ñCelebration of Worship ï Youth Empowerment 

Summitò. This is a celebration where churches from different backgrounds gather in 

celebrating Dr. King. The celebration will help us to guide all generations and races to 

achieve his dreams of understanding and acceptance of nonviolence and human equality as a 

way of building common unity among all Arkansans. ñCelebration of Worship ï Youth 

Empowerment Summitò began at 5:00 PM on Sunday, January 19, 2014 at St. James United 

Methodist Church, 900 University Drive, Pine Bluff, AR 71601, featuring special guest 

keynote speaker from the hit Nickelodeon TV Show ñKeenan and Kelò and Blockbuster 

movie ñGood Burger,ò Kel Mitchell. Approximately 500 youth attended this event. 

2014 Interfaith Unity  Prayer Breakfast  

 Mark your calendar for the observance of the congressionally legislated Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day, a United States holiday marking the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., observed on the third Monday of January each year, around the time of Kingôs birthday, 

January 15, 1929. In honor of the King Holiday, the stateôs Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Commission (AMLKC) held its annual 2014 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Celebration: 

ñInterfaith Unity Prayer Breakfastò featuring special guest keynote speaker, Rabbi Kalman 

Winnick (Congregation Agudath Achim) at 7:30 am on Monday, January 20, 2014 at Shorter 

College, 604 Locust Street, North Little Rock, AR 72114. Approximately 300 attended this 

event. 

A Day of Service-A Day On, Not A Day Off 2014 

 On Monday, January 20, 2014, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission (AMLKC) 

will held the ñCelebratory Componentò of ñA Day of Service ï A Day On, Not Day Offò at 

11:00 AM at the Pine Bluff Convention Center, which was located at One Convention Center 

Plaza Pine Bluff, AR 71601. The featured guest keynote speaker for this event was Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs nephew, Mr. Isaac Farris. Immediately following, the AMLKC will 

held the ñService Componentò of ñA Day of Service ï A Day On, Not Day Offò to feed the 

homeless and other worthwhile service activities such as health screenings, job counseling, 

and hygiene kits. ñA Day of Service ï A Day On, Not Day Offò was free and open to the 

public, and was sponsored in part by a grant from the Arkansas Humanities Council and the 

National Endowment for the Humanities. Approximately 2000 youth attended this event. 

 

MLK Community Empowerment Summit and Carnival  

 On Monday, January 20, 2014, the stateôs Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission 
(AMLKC) , NAACP (Jacksonville Branch) and the City of Jacksonville will hold the ñMLK 

Community Empowerment Summit & Carnivalò at 2:00 pm at the Jacksonville Boys and 

Girls Club, which is located at 1 Boys Club Dr. Jacksonville, AR 72076. ñMLK Community 

Empowerment Summit & Carnivalò was held to clean up Jacksonville, provide job 

counseling, homeownerôs information, education resources, and engaging activities for the 

youth. ñMLK Community Empowerment Summit & Carnivalò was free and open to the 

public, and is sponsored in part by a grant from the Arkansas Humanities Council and the 

National Endowment for the Humanities. Approximately 1000 youth attended this event. 

6
th

 Annual Candlelight Vigil and Marchò and ñUnity Arts Celebration  

 For years, we have carried the tradition of hosting the Commemorative Vigil honoring the 

life and legacy Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the State Capitol.  We are pleased to announce 

that we are moving the location of this yearôs Commemorative vigil from the State Capitol to 

Harrison City Hall, 116 South Spring Street, Harrison, Arkansas 72601.  On Tuesday, April 

1, 2014, the first event to kick off this extraordinary celebration is the ñUnity Arts 

Celebration.ò  This historic event will take place at The Lyric Theater, 113 West Rush, 

Harrison, Arkansas 72601 at 6:00 PM. The theme for this event will commemorate The 

Beatlesô 50th Anniversary, their musical contributions to the Civil Rights Movement and 

their shared message of love and peace.  All of the performances that evening will reflect a 

song or album recorded by The Beatles.  Immediately following the ñUnity Arts 

Celebration,ò we once again commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

We will have a march starting at The Lyric Theater located at 113 West Rush Avenue, 
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Harrison, Arkansas 72601 at 7:15 PM and ending at Harrison City Hall located at 116 South 

Spring Street, Harrison, Arkansas 72601. Immediately following the march, the ñ6
th
 Annual 

Statewide Commemorative Vigilò will begin at Harrison City Hall. Thus, The Arkansas 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission commemorates the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. and cordially invites you to be a part of this tradition. Approximately 600 youth attended 

this event. 

Nonviolence Youth Summit Part X-LIFE AFTER HATE SERIES  

 There are many advantages to partnerships in the community, especially in the area of 

community awareness. The State of Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, with the 

assistance of the Arkansas Department of Human Services, has implemented a program 

designed to encourage youth to engage in positive leadership development and roles within 

their communities. Therefore, the State of Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission will 

host the ñNonviolence Youth Summit Part X ï Life after Hate Seriesò at the North Arkansas 

College Durand Conference Center, 303 N Main, Harrison, AR, 72601, on Wednesday, April 

2, 2014 from 7:30 AM to 2:00 PM. This event is free and open to all, but prior confirmation 

of attendance is requested. Free lunch will be provided. The Keynote Speakers are Mr. Arno 

Michaelis and Mr. Daryl Davis. Approximately 600 youth attended this event. 

 

The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission is coming to an Area near You! 
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MAP KEY/LEGEND  

*CITIES IN GREEN, THE AMLKC HAS HELD EVENTS 

*CITIES IN YELLOW, THE AMLKC IS PLANNING TO HOLD AN EVENT 

STATE WIDE : 

*G.O.T.V. (GET OUT TO VOTE) 

*NEW AMLKC WEBSITE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER, AND PHOTOBUCKET 

*FIRST 100 DAYS IN OFFICE 

*INAUGURATION TRIP (2009, 2013) 

*DREAM KEEPERS TOUR (2009, 2010) 
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*ARKANSAS AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MAKERS VOLUME III  

BENTON: 

*SCARBROUGH DEFUSES RACIAL CRISIS 

CAMDEN : 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH EXTRAVAGANZA  (2012) 

CONWAY : 

*A DAY OF SERVICE ï A DAY ON, NOT A DAY OFF (2012) 

*A DAY OF SERVICE ï MLK CARNIVAL AT THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF 

FAULKNER COUNTY (2012) 

EL DORADO : 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT VIII ï ANTI-BULLYING CONFERENCE (2013) 

FAYETTEVILLE : 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART III  (2011) 

FORREST CITY : 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART VII (2012) 

HARRISON: 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART VI ï A NEW BEGINNING (2012) 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART X-LIFE AFTER HATE SERIES (2014) 

HELENA -WEST HELENA : 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART IX (2013) 

HOPE: 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART V (2011) 

JACKSONVILLE:  

*2014 MLK COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT SUMMIT AND CARNIVAL 

LITTLE ROCK/NORTH LI TTLE ROCK : 
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*COMMEMORATIVE VIGIL  (2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013) 

*JUNETEENTH 

*A DAY OF SERVICE (2011, 2013) 

*REBIRTH CELEBRATION 

*MLK BIRTHDAY BASH  (2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014) 

*INAUGU RAL BALL  

*OPERATION APPRECIATION IV 

*ñOUR BELOVED COMMUNITYò DINNER 

*DREAM KEEPERS TOUR (2009, 2010) 

*CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP (2012, 2013) 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART IV (2010) 

*  A DAY OF SERVICE ï BETHEL AME 2012 PRAYER BREAKFAST 

*L.E.A.D. ® APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR YOUTH (2010, 2011, 2012) 

*HEAD OF THE CLASS BASH 

*  A DAY OF SERVICE ï BETHEL AME 2014 PRAYER BREAKFAST 

*  A DAY OF SERVICE ï BETHEL AME 2013 PRAYER BREAKFAST 

MALVERN : 

*OPERATION APPRECIATION II 

PINE BLUFF: 

* NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART II  

*FIRST ANNUAL FUN DAY  

*OPERATION APPERCEPTION I 

*RED RIBBON WEEK PROGRAM 

*A DAY OF SERVICE (2014) 

*CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP-YOUTH EMPOWERMENT SUMMIT (2014) 
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*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART XI-STOP THE VIOLENCE  

SEARCY: 

*OPERATION APPERCEPTION III 

WEST MEMPHIS : 

*NONVIOLENCE YOUTH SUMMIT PART I 

WRIGHTSVILLE : 

*FIRST ANNUAL CORETTA SCOTT KING WOMENôS CONFERENCE PART 1 

For More Information, Please: 

Contact Agency Spokesperson ï Mr. DuShun Scarbrough ï Executive Director 

Register online at www.ARKingDream.org 

ñLikeò the AMLKC on Facebook www.Facebook.com/ARKingDream.org 

ñFollowò the AMLKC on Twitter www.Twitter.com/AMLKC 

View AMLKC videos at www.YouTube.com/ARMLK 

Join the AMLKC Text Club today by texting "follow AMLKC" to 40404 

Call the AMLKC Toll-Free at (888) 290-KING 

http://www.arkingdream.org/ProgramRegistration.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/ARKingDream.org
http://www.twitter.com/AMLKC
http://www.youtube.com/ARMLK
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LIST OF UPCOMING EVENTS PRESENTED BY THE STATEôS 

ARKANSAS MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. COMMISSION 

ñThe Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ò 

 Saturday, January 11, 2014 

 4:00 PM (Gathering and March) 

 Crossett High School Parking Lot, 301 9
th
 Avenue Crossett, AR 71635 

 5:00 PM (Program) 

 Gates Chapel A.M.E. Church, 305 West Third Avenue Crossett, AR 71635 

 Guest Speaker is Mr. DuShun Scarbrough  

 Announcement of street change from Florida Street to Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive  

 This event is free and is open to the public  

 ñMLK Birthday Bashò 

 Wednesday, January 15, 2014 

 12:00 PM ï 1:00 PM 

 Daisy Bates Elementary School, 14300  Dr Little Rock, AR 72206 

 Guest Speaker is Mr. DuShun Scarbrough 

 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested. 

ñCelebration of Worship-Youth Empowerment Summitò 

 Sunday, January 19, 2014 

 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 St. James United Methodist Church, 900 University Dr, Pine Bluff, AR 71601 

 Special Guest Kel Mitchell from Nickelodeon hit TV Show, ñKeenan and Kelò and 

Blockbuster Movie, ñGood Burgerò   

 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested 

ñPrayer Breakfastò 

 Monday, January 20, 2014 

 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM 

 Shorter College Gymnasium  

 Various Vendors 

 Guest Speaker, Chancellor Rabbi Kalman Winnick, Congregation Agudath Achim 

 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested. 
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ñ2014 A Day of Service ï A Day On, Not Day Offò 

 Monday, January 20, 2014 

 11:00 AM-1:30 PM 

 Pine Bluff Convention Center, One Convention Center Plaza Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 

 Special Guest, Isaac Farris, Dr. Kingôs Nephew and a Special Appearance by Kel 
Mitchell  

 Food provided by Olive Garden 

 Drinks provided by Coca-Cola  

 Bounce Houses for the youth inside the Common Lobby of the Pine Bluff Convention Center  

 DWS Mobile Unit 

 Hygiene Kits 

 Various resources and vendors 

 Live Cumulus Radio Broadcast by Power 92.3 

 Free bus rides sponsored by the State of Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, 

CATA Little Rock, Pine Bluff Transit, and SEAT 

 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested. 

ñMLK Community Empowerment Summit and Carnivalò 

 Monday, January 20, 2014 

 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM with City Clean Up starting at 12:00 PM 

 Jacksonville Boys and Girls Club 

 1 Boys Club Drive  Jacksonville, AR 72076  

 Food and drinks Provided 

 Breakout Sessions 

 Carnival for the kids 

 Various Vendors and resources 

 DWS Mobile Unit 

 SNAP Mobile Unit 

 Live cumulus radio broadcast on site 

 Petting Zoo for the youth  

 Scrap Booking Contest for all ages  

 Live Music  

 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested. 

ñ6
th

 Annual Candlelight Vigil and Marchò and ñUnity Arts Celebrationò 

 Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

 Lyric Theater 

 Harrison, Arkansas 

 Live music performances by Season 13 American Idol Alumni Tessa Kate and ThunderCrow 

 Funeral for Burying Racism and Hatred  
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 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested 

 

 ñNonviolence Youth Summit Part X-LIFE AFTER HATE SERIES ò 

 Wednesday, April 2, 2014 

 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

 Durand Center 

 Harrison, Arkansas 

 Guest Speakers are Mr. Arno Michaelis and Mr. Daryl Davis  
 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested 

 

ñNonviolence Youth Summit Part XI -STOP THE VIOLENCEò 

 

 Friday, May 16, 2014 

 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM  

 Pine Bluff Convention Center, One Convention Center Plaza Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 

 Special Guest Speaker, Tracy Martin, father of the late Trayvon Martin 

 Free Food 

 ñStop the Violenceò March from the Pine Bluff Convention Center to the Pine Bluff City        

Hall  

 This event is free and open to all who wish to attend, but RSVP is kindly suggested and 

requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History of Mr. DuShun Scarbroughôs Administration Since March 5, 2008 

Executive Summary of Mr. DuShun Scarbrough (Last Updated by  ï Executive Assistant on 

September 16, 2015 

Page 28 of 46 

 

Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission 

Honorable Asa Hutchinson ï Governor of Arkansas 

DuShun Scarbrough ï Executive Director/Agency Spokesperson 

501 Woodlane Avenue, Ste 122 South, Little Rock, AR 72201-1023 

Phone: 888-290-KING (5464) Å Fax: (501) 683-1310 

DuShun.Scarbrough@Arkansas.Gov 

www.arkansas.gov/mlk 

 

 

2014-2015 AMLKC Programming Summaries 

 
 L.E.A.D. Summer Youth Apprenticeship Program- The Arkansas Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Commission coordinates a summer program to teach young adults ages 11-19 to 

become leaders and productive members of society by engaging them in an array of 

learning experiences, life skills instruction, 

critical thinking and character development 

exercises. L.E.A.D. is a mentorship and 

leadership program designed to enhance 

our youth through social, academic and 

community leadership. Within this group of youth, the AMLKC introduces the Six 

Principles of Non-Violence authored by the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In 

addition, the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission also utilizes group 

discussions, workshops and special presentations/speeches, offsite team building, 

educational field trips and informative sessions to build experiences for tomorrowôs 

young leaders participating in the L.E.A.D Program.  The 2014 L.E.A.D. Summer 

program included a Humanities Workshop, public speaking classes, Marketing 

campaigns to promote the King Commemorative license 

plate and motivational speakers. 

 

 2015 MLK Birthday Bash, Thursday, January 15, 2015 

1:00 PM Mabelvale Elementary School -The Arkansas 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission collaborated with 

Little Rock School District Partner in Education 

Mabelvale Elementary to host the 2015 MLK Birthday 

Bash. The fun-filled, high-energy birthday 

commemoration provided opportunities for parent 

involvement, volunteerism and performing arts 

opportunities for students and staff at the partnering 

school. The event kicked off with an ñI Have a Dreamò 

Arts Contest for third through fifth grade students in which 

students were invited to incorporate a drawing of Dr. King 

mailto:DuShun.Scarbrough@Arkansas.Gov
http://www.arkansas.gov/mlk
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into their own artistic vision for a better world. Following the presentation of colors by 

Parkview Naval ROTC Color Guard, The students enjoyed performances by 

undergraduate members of Alpha Phi Alpha, The Mabelvale Drum and Groove 

Ensemble, Mabelvale Middle School Choir, KidSmart and Byron Blackmon presented 

the famous ñI Have a Dreamò speech. Throughout the program, students had the 

opportunity to win prizes if they answered trivia questions during ñKing Holiday triviaò 

segments. The Keynote speaker was Lieutenant Sidney Allen, Little Rock Police 

Department who encouraged students to be positive and be a part of the solution. 

Volunteers from the Clinton Foundation and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. announced 

arts contest winners. A reception followed immediately after the event and featured 

commemorative ñBirthdayò Cake and punch provided by The Arkansas Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Commission. Hundreds of parents, students and volunteers attended. 

o Media:  Little Rock School District recorded the program for later broadcast on 

LRSD TV 

o Todayôs THV ïExcerpts from program broadcast on evening news 

 

 2015 Interfaith Prayer Breakfast, January 19, 2015, Saint Mark Baptist Church 
The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Commission collaborated with Saint Mark Baptist 

Church, Little Rock, Arkansas to host this 

popular interfaith Prayer Breakfast 

commemorating the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. through life reflections, speeches and 

historical commentary. The interfaith Prayer 

Breakfast is designed to be a forum for the 

political, religious, social, and business 

community to assemble, build relationships and 

reflect on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs life, 

words and legacy. Guests and speakers included U.S. Senator Tom Cotton, U.S. 

Congressman French Hill, Mayor Mark Stodola, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge, 

House Speaker Jeremy Gilliam, and Lieutenant Governor Tim Griffin.  Media Coverage:  

Live Broadcasting began at 5:30 a.m. from Saint Mark Baptist Church by news outlets 

Todayôs THV, KATV, and KARK-TV. News radio station KARN also broadcast a pre-

recorded interview with DuShun Scarbrough, Executive Director of the Arkansas Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Commission. 
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 2015 A Day of Service-A Day On, Not A Day Offò King Holiday, Monday, January 

19, 2015 Benton Event Center -The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission 

hosted the ñ2015 A Day of Service ï A Day 

On, Not A Day Offò in Benton, Arkansas. 

The event marked the observance of the 

congressionally legislated Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day, a United States holiday 

marking the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., observed on the third 

Monday of January each year, around the 

time of Kingôs birthday, January 15, 1929. 

The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Commission (AMLKC) hosted the 

Celebratory Component the ñCelebratory 

Componentò of ñA Day of Service ï A Day 

On, Not A Day Offò at 10:00 AM at the 

Benton Events, which is located at 17322 

Interstate 30, Benton, Arkansas 72019. The 

show kicked off with ñKing Holiday Triviaò 

hosted by ñTodayôs THVôsò Craig OôNeil 

and the King Commission awarded several 

bikes to at-risk youth. Highlights of the day 

included a partnership with Central Arkansas 

Transit authority to host free live radio 

broadcasts, an address from Governor Asa Hutchinson on his goals for Arkansas for 2015 

and reflections from Emmy-Award winning actor, Eric Braeden of daytime televisionôs 

ñThe Young and The Restless.ò Overcome with emotion, Braeden, a German immigrant 

shared his memories of his parents sending him to the United States on a boat when he 

was only 14 years old. Commissioners with the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Commission presented the following awards to Saline County-based businesses and 

organizations: 

 Benton Area Chamber of Commerce ïEconomic Development Award 

 Ralphe Bunche Community Development Corporation-Humanities Award 

 Everett Buick GMC- Community Service Award 

 

Immediately following, the AMLKC hosted the ñService Componentò of ñA Day of 

Service ï A Day On, Not Day Offò teaming up with Big Brothers, Big Sisters to collect 

several coats for at-risk children and collected canned goods and perishable food items 

for the Arkansas Food Bank. The event also included job counseling provided by 

Arkansas Department of Workforce Services and a health and wellness fair presented by 
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the Arkansas Minority Health Commission, which 

featured health screenings, and The American Red 

Cross Blood Drive. At the conclusion of the event, 

Lunch was provided to all attendees by food 

sponsors Coltonôs, Safelite, Coca-Cola, The Olive 

Garden and Dennyôs. There was a vendor showcase; 

kidsô zone, free concessions and hygiene kits 

distributed by Cardinal Health. The Arkansas Martin 

Luther King Jr. Commission made the event focus 

around volunteering, encouraging people to engage 

in their communities, not just today, but for the 

entire year. Gannet news outlet Todayôs THV 

reported the event as being the largest event in the 

United States honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.  The event received front-page 

coverage in the Benton Courier the following 

day.(http://bentonbryant.thv11.com/news/news/5590

23-mlk-jr-commission-hosts-largest-day-service-

event). 

 

 January 19, 2015 Pine Bluff City Council-The city of Pine Bluff issued a resolution on 

Monday, January 19, 2015, King Holiday honoring Executive Director DuShun 

Scarbrough for his tireless efforts in traveling the state promoting the legacy of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. The resolution was read into the records at the Pine Bluff City 

Council Meeting on King Holiday, January 19, 2015 at a Pine Bluff City Council 

Meeting. 

 

 The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission Unveils Commemorative 

License Plate 

The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission proudly announced Arkansasô first 

commemorative license plate dedicated to the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. The commemorative license 

plate is available at local 

revenue offices throughout the 

state of Arkansas. Arkansas is 

one of five states in the nation 

that now offers a license plate 

commemorating the legacy of 

Dr. King. The AMLKC did the 

footwork and gathered interest 

and support from motorists 

http://bentonbryant.thv11.com/news/news/559023-mlk-jr-commission-hosts-largest-day-service-event
http://bentonbryant.thv11.com/news/news/559023-mlk-jr-commission-hosts-largest-day-service-event
http://bentonbryant.thv11.com/news/news/559023-mlk-jr-commission-hosts-largest-day-service-event
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across the state and now ñthe dreamò is a reality for Arkansans who want to show their 

support of Dr. King by way of owning a license plate. The introduction of the King 

Commemorative license plate shows the depth of support that Arkansans have for Dr. 

Kingôs vision of equality, nonviolence and acceptance.  The Arkansas Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Commission believes Dr. Kingôs vision was universal and aims to ensure that all 

Arkansas have an opportunity to own and share the legacy of the late Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. year round. 

 

 UAMS Mid -South Summit Black Expo Exhibitor, Saturday, February 28, 2015   

The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted an informational vendor booth 

at the 2015 UAMS MidSouth Summit Black Expo at the Clear Channel Metroplex, Little 

Rock, Arkansas to promote the release of the King Commemorative License plate, 

encourage voter registration and volunteerism. The Midsouth Summit  Black Expo 

showcases over 100 cultural & historical exhibits, minority businesses, health and 

education information and screenings, entertainment, tax preparation, employment 

opportunities and fashion, all at the Metroplex Event Center in Little Rock. Last 

yearôs event was spectacular bringing in an upward of 5,000 attendees. 
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 Head of the Arkansas MLK Commission 

joins thousands  in Selma to commemorate 

ñBloody Sundayò-Arkansas native DuShun 

Scarbrough, Executive Director of the 

Arkansas Martin  Luther King, Jr. 

Commission joined thousands from across 

the world to pay homage to Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. and the brave marchers who 

participated in the 1965 Selma March for 

Voting Rights. Scarbrough represented 

Arkansas as he joined thousands who 

descended upon Selma, Alabama to walk in 

the footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

and peaceful protesters who started the 

march for voting rights on Sunday, March 7, 

1965, which became infamously known as 

ñBloody Sunday.ò Scarbrough completed the 

first leg of the 50-mile highway stretch from 

Selma to Montgomery, Alabama on Sunday, 

March 8, 2015. He joined thousands who 

crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge to 

commemorate the historic ñBloody Sundayò 

march as marchers set out to march from Selma to capital City Montgomery, Alabama to 

convince Governor George Wallace to consider extending voting rights to African-

Americans. ñWalking across that bridge, I felt really connected to what happened 50 

years ago, says Scarbrough. I thought in my mind that this was more than an event; the 

bridge symbolized a transition to change. I felt like I was part of something monumental. 

It was really an emotional experience. I was so proud to be able to represent my great 

state as the director of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, a state agency 

that observes the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who also marched through 

Selma.ò 
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 2015 Nonviolence Youth Summit XII : Knock Out Bullying  -There are many advantages to 

partnerships in the community, especially in the area of community awareness. The Arkansas 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, with 

the assistance of the Arkansas Department of 

Human Services, has implemented a program 

that is designed to encourage youth to engage 

in positive leadership development and roles 

within their communities. Therefore, the 

Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Commission hosted the 2015 ñNonviolence 

Youth Summit Part XII ï Knock Out 

Bullyingò at the Little Rock Job Corps 

Center, 6900 Scott Hamilton Drive, Little 

Rock, Arkansas 72209 on Friday, April 3, 

2015 from 7:30 AM to 12:00 PM.   Former 

weight boxing champion Roy Jones, Jr. was 

the keynote speaker who addressed a 

capacity crowd of more than 700 youth about 

how to overcome bullying and to be a part of 

the solution. Other special guests included 

Little Rock Police Chief Kenton Buckner, 

Officer Tommy Norman, Attorney General 

Leslie Rutledge and Kevin Kelly, Fox 16.  

Breakout sessions were presented by Acxiom 

Corporation, FBI, The Arkansas Attorney 

Generalôs Office and the Little Rock Police Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History of Mr. DuShun Scarbroughôs Administration Since March 5, 2008 

Executive Summary of Mr. DuShun Scarbrough (Last Updated by  ï Executive Assistant on 

September 16, 2015 

Page 35 of 46 

 2015 Commemorative Vigil and Ceremony  
The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted the 2015 Commemorative Vigil 

and Dove Release Ceremony Commemorating the 47
th
 Anniversary of the Life and Legacy 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Friday, April 3, 2015, the eve of the 47
th
 Anniversary of 

the passing of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The event included a Commemorative Peace 

March and dove release honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Little Rock 

Little Rock Central High School Band and Mabelvale Elementary School provided artistic 

presentations at the Vigil. 
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 2015 Nonviolence Youth Summit XI II: Step Up, Stop Bullying The Arkansas Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Commission hosted the ñNonviolence Youth Summit XIII ï Step Up, Stop 

Bullyingò on Thursday, May 14, 2015 from 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM at the University of 

Central Arkansas Student Center Ballroom, 201 Donaghey Avenue, Conway, Arkansas 

72035.   Featuring: 

�9 Special Greeting from the Honorable Tab Townsell ï Mayor of Conway, Arkansas 

�9 Special Breakout Presentations on Interactions with Law Enforcement by Conway Police 

Department, Computer Literacy and Technology by Goodwill Industries, and Cyber-

Bullying by The Arkansas Attorney Generalôs Office 

�9 Keynote by Kevin Kelly ï Fox 16 News Anchor and Founder of ñStep Up, Stop Bullyingò 

Anti-Bullying 

The event received front-page coverage in the Log Cabin Democrat in an article written 

by staff writer, Jeanette Anderton.  Several University of Central Arkansas employees 

dignitaries and students from Central Arkansas schools attended the summit.   

 


